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The  Cape  Romain  National  Wildlife  Refuge  covers 
about  64,000  acres  alongf  he  Atlantic  coast  and  adjoins 
the  Francis  Marion  National  Forest,.  The  refuge  occu¬ 
pies  mostly  offshore  property,  with  about  20  acre6  on 
the  mainland,  at  Moore’s  Landing.  Salt  marsh  and 
islands  characterize  the  refuge,  preserving  naturally- 
occurring  coastal  habitat.  The  refuge  helps  protect 
loggerhead  turtle  eggs  and  provides  nesting  habitat  for 
shore  birds.  It  is  the  site  of  efforts  to  reestablish  the  red 
wolf.  Migratory  waterfowl  use  it  for  a  winter  habitat. 
Many  visitors  enjoy  Bull  Island,  reached  by  concession¬ 
aire-provided  boats.  Other  refuge  areas  are  reached  by 
private  boats.  Wildlife  observation,  fishing,  hiking  and 
beach  combing  are  popular.. 

The  Francis  Marion  National  Forest  occupies  250,000 
acres  next  to  the  Cape  Romaine  National  Wildlife 
Refuge.  The  wildlife  habitats  in  the  forest  vary  from  the 
coastal  marsh  to  swamp  to  upland  southern  pine  stands . 
This  area  is  one  of  the  largest  blocks  of  relatively 
natural  coastal  plain  forest  remaining  in  the  United 
States.  Diverse  plant  and  animal  communities  are 
found,  including  many  sensitive  and  endangered  spe¬ 
cies.  The  endangered  red-cockaded  woodpecker  is  a' 
prominent  example,  and  is  thfe  object  of  many  efforts  to 
increase  its  number^  on  this  forest. 

Most  recreational  use  of  the  forest  will  be  concentrated 
along  U,S.  Highway  1 7,  linking  Charleston  and  Myrtle 
Beach.  Plans  include  a  major  auto  tour  route,  bike  trail, 
hiking  trail,-  and  a  canoe  trail  starting  near  the  visitor 
center.  A  major  campground  will  be  developed  at 
nearby  Walnut  Grove. 

Hurricane  Hugo  swept  through  the  area  in  1989.  The 
storm  nearly  destroyed  the  old-growth  pines  and  most 
recreation  facilities.  Promotion  of  greater  recreational 
use  of  the  forest  arid  wildlife  refuge  could  help  replace 
employment  and  income  opportunities  once  found  in  , 
the  forest’s  wealth  of  commercial  timber.  This  recre¬ 
ation  replacement  also  coincides  with  a  rapidly  growing 
convention  business  in  Charleston.  The  suburbs  are 
also  growingrapidly  between  Charleston  and  the  site  of 
the  new  visitor  center,  as  a  result  of  a  new  highway 
bridge.  These  residents,  as  well  as  tourists,  represent 
a  potential  clientele  whose  interest  in  the  site  should  be 
stimulated  by  the  new  center. 


The  center  will  serve  three  main  purposes: 

•  ‘  Interpretation  and  information  for  the  general 

public 

•  Conservation  education  for  regional  youth 

•  Orientation  for  natural-resource  management 
professionals 

Charleston  is  renowned  for  its  historic  attractions,  but 
heretofore  has  had  no  facility  like  the  proposed  center 
to  promote  its  rich  natural  history  and  outdoor  recre¬ 
ational  attractions.  In  fact,  there  is  no  other  facility  in 
the  Charleston  region  where  visitors  have. the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  discover  the  story  of  natural  resource  manage¬ 
ment  in  the  coastal  and  upland  ecosystems.  The  center 
•will  fill  this  gap,  encouraging  many  Recreational  activi¬ 
ties  such  as  camping,  picnicking,  hiking  and  fishing.  It 
will  also  present  interpretive  opportunities  .such  as 
auto  tours,  historic  sites  and  wildlife  observation  on 
and  near  the  Forest  Bend  Wildlife  Refuge., 

The  center  will  be  the  hub  for  a  major  conservation 
education  program  for  the  three-county  area  surround¬ 
ing  the  forest.  Presently,  few  opportunities  exist  for 
schools  and  other  youth  organizations  to  discover  the 
natural  values  of  the  coastal  and  upland  ecosystems  of 
the  South  Carolina  coast. 

The  center  will  serve  as  an  orientation  site  for  natural 
resource  management  professionals  or  students  visit¬ 
ing  the  region.  The  Forest  Service’s  leadership  in 
southern  pine  timber  management  and  the  presence  of 
an  experiment  station  create  a  great  nppeal  to  visiting 
foresters  and  biologists.  The  wildlife  refuge’s^  logger- 
head  turtle  nursery  program  provides  an  unusual  at¬ 
traction  for  wildlife  mai>agers. 

These  opportunities,  combined  with  Charleston’s  con¬ 
vention  facilities,  will  provide  a  continuing  draw  to  the 
center.  The  presence  within  the  region  of  other  major 
natural  resource  facilities  such  as  Cape  Hatteras 
National  Seashore,  the  Great  Smokey  Mountains 
National  Park,  and  the  Cradle  of  Forestry  should 
mdke  the  denter,  the  forest  and  refuge  a  “must  see”  for 
many  university  field  trips. 
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Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
and  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture’s  Forest  Service. 
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It  will  be  located  on  the 


Francis  Marion  National' 
Forest,  nextto  U.S.  Highway 
17.  The  "site  is  about  18 
miles  northeast  of  down¬ 
town  Charleston,  S.C.  It 
will  serve  an  estimated 
200,000  visitors  per  year. 
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1.  Natural  resource  management 

s’.  "  < 

2.  Endangered  and  threatened  species  ' 

3.  Wildlife  habitat  management; and  reintroduction 

of  species  \  ' 


4.  Prehistoric;  historic  and  cultural  resources 


5.  Mission  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  the 
F  orpsh  Service,  the  establishmentof  Cape  Romain 
and  the  Francis  Marion  National  Forest. 

6.  The  climate  and  Hurricane  Hugo. 


7.  Orientation  to  features  and  recreation  opportu¬ 
nities  in  the  surrounding  area. 

8.  What  the  public  can  do  to  help  wildlife  at-home. 


These  themes  should  help  visitors  develop  an  over¬ 
all  understanding  for  the  flavor  of  the  South  Caro¬ 
lina  Low  Country.  Visitors  will  gain  a  greater 
understanding  of  the  management  activities  and 
recreation  opportunities  that  abound  in  the  area. 
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Persons  of  any  race,  color,  i*vational  origin:  sex,  religion,  or  with  any  handicapping  condition 
are  welcome  to  usd’and  enjoy  all  facilities,  programs,  and  services  of  the  USDA.  Discrimina¬ 
tion  in  any  form  is  strictly  against  agendy  policy,  and  should  ,be  reported  to  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  Washington,  DC  20250. _ 
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